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On 22 June Shukri Beg Kuwwatli an 




X J erusalem. 

°.1.0.1. ) comps, 
dated 1 July, ' <L; 


ad Beg, Saudi 


Charge d»Affaires, came 


me 


appointment 


They said that 




King Ahdul Aziz had been so impressed by your advice, reported by 





Beg 


the Arab Governments should 


ir minor 


squabbles and concentrate on larger issues, that he had now ins- 




lA^> 


tructed his Legation not to persue the current correspondence and 




exchanges regarding 


boundary and 


questions, and 


* to concentrate on obtaining satisfaction in a number of cases of 



thefts of camels and the like for the Saudi complainants, many of 




appealed to the King personally 


handed 




the 




l 


list, explaining that they had already given a copy to the Minister 



of the Inte ri 


who 


promised 


have the 


f oilowe d 


' 


vigorously. 


I said that I too would do my best, and the same morning 



urged the Minister to respond to the gesture by making a real effort 



„ to get each case investigated and settled one way or another by 


methods which satisfy bedouin ideas of the fair administration of 


justioe. Salih 


aid that he had 


t rue tions 


this effect; but, since he had little or no knowledge of the recent 


history of the friction between the two states, he had not perhaps 


% 

realized, before I emphasized it, that the request was combined with 


a definite gesture of moderation. 


Shukri Beg went on to say that he hoped that, for the 


duration of the war, the Iraqi Government would acquiesce in the 


view that the places named in the description of the boundary were 


to be shared; after all Ibn Saud was in possession of judaidat al 


*Arar (wadhi* al yadd), but he would have no objection to posting 


there of Iraqi polloe also. 


In case he had 


had the Iraqi point 


put olearlj 


before him I took the opportunity of summarizing 




both the 


^9 

Iraqi and the Saudi thesis regarding tl)e JLaLsrpre t at a mg ^ y— Trejjj 



r 


% 


2 


Muhammara and the Protocol 


and pointed out that the 


difference, though 


first sight a wide one of principle, in praotioal 


application really narrowed down to the ownership of the shallow wells 
of judaidat al ♦Ai'ar, the question regarding Muqur being a rather 
different category; a serious difference of principle could only be 


settled 


Arbitration, though 


were 


how 


actual material difference turned out to be, it should not be diffi¬ 
cult to settle by compromise. I recalled the constant friction between 


the Anglo-Iraqi 
and though no d< 


had 


ench over the Syrian boundary, 
some complaint about the decision 


of the Commission, any chagrin at the loe 


some little enclave here 


o t there had long ego been forgotten, and the peace that had ensued 
was recognized as cheap at the price# 

Shukri Beg said that King Abdul Aziz was unalter-ably opposed 
to Arbitration (he seemed to suggest that this was because if he lost 
his rights in Judaidat al *Arar his officials would have no plaoeto 


water), but would be glad of a compromise obtained through the friendly 
intervention of a third party such as His Majesty*s Government. 

My own view (which of course I did not mention) is that a 
satisfactory compromise oould easily be aohieved on the basis of the 
acceptance of the Saudi thesis regarding judaidat al *Ar'ar in return 
for Saudi agreement to recognize Muqur al Na*am as the Muqur of the 
Protocol. 



• Sir Kinahan Cornwallis, 

K*C«M#G., C-B.E*, D*S.O., 
H.B.M’s Ambassador, 

Baghdad# 
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Thanks for your 380 


of 15.6.42. 


imple it is 


British spe 


fro 


afar to attribute tribal movements to "political mismanagement 


by the Iraqi Government 


In 99$ 


reason is 


grazing requirements. The P.A* may have heard echoes of 


[uhammad al Turki*s disgrantlement at 


in is try 


confirmation 


of the award 


the arbitrators 


Lussuf wells dispute 



Another spectator nearer home had been suggesting that the Govern¬ 
ment had been guilty of mismanagement because it did not give 

award in favour of Mahrut sooner, without certain precaution 
make the solution water3ight (see my P.S.748 of 22.12.41 
to Embassy & to col.Aston). The P*A.Kuwalt names Amir ibn Mijlad 
as leader of the dissidents; this Shaikh is now in Baghdad 
seeking a restoration of his ma’ash. 

The spectators are difficult to please. 
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Captain v. ho It, C.M.G., M.V.O 
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A Lt.Col«0.C•Aston, O.B.B. 
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16th Jxgi*, 1948. 
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X enclose heroin an extract 


_ ■) fron Kuwait Xntalllgoneo auanary 
rrt) HO* 10 of 1948 dated May 16th 


31 at* 


VH 
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Extract from Kuwait Intelligence Summary for the period 

from the 16th to 3lst May,1942. No.10 of 1942. 


LOCAL INTERESTS . 

179. It is reported that the powerful tribal group 
of the Dahamsha, a sect of the great Anizah tribe 
inhabiting the Syrian desert, under their Amir Ibn Mijlad, 
have obtained Bin Saud's permission to migrate south from 
the Syrian desert and Iraq, and take up their summer 
quarters on the Hafar al Batin wells. There are so 
many of them that Ibn Saud has instructed any overflow 
who cannot water their camels at the above wells, to 
proceed to the Suman and camp on the Safa and other 
wells. Two things may have caused this migration south:- 

(a) the difficulty of obtaining supplies from the 
Euphrates cities of Iraq,or, 

'b) political mismanagement of the tribes affairs 
by the Iraq Government. 
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British Embassy, 


Bagdad. 

*•% / 


t 


9 th-Jtmeyi942.' 


Sir, 


> ' - 


a o ae d o r •to 


• • 


transmit 




J^rliertffrith,' cbfcy 


note-verbale 


addressed to 


e American Legati 


about publicity 


for the Wheeler 


ssion. 

} 


request that your will 


copy 


the enclosure 


sion in question. 


amVSir, 


Your 




Sj 


nt Servant, 


% • * 


W.L.C. fill 


Esq. , 



Hie Majesty’s Consul-General, 


SEA. 


! 


& 


cU 








u. 


Cypher 


Prom H.M.Minister 

Riyadh, 


To 


Foreign Office, 

London* 


80* OOhrs, 28/8/42. 


19. Tour. 


'ebruary 28th. , 1942 


Addressed to Foreign Office Ho.19 of February 28th. 
Minister of State No.l4» Bagdad No.5. 


My telegram 


• 9# 


I felt that one advantage of sending de Qaury in 
advance was that Ihn Saud could let off steam about Iraqi 
Government against whom he had three main grievancess 


1 


Detention of diplomatic bag about whioh he vas doubly 


enraged as it contain 




delivered after oeremony. 

2. Unreasonable attlt 
of transport of pilgrims* 
not thanked him for emplo 


wedding present whioh had to be 


a 


loyi 


Of Iraqi Government in matter 
Not only had Iraqi Governsent 

his transport to rescue 


s # 


pilgrims brought to pilgrimage in inadequate vehicle 
they had blamed him for state of his roads and tried 


to Iraq, 


him responsibility for getting pilgrims baok safely 


5 . 


Recognition of Syrian independence* Ibn Saud eoul 
what right Nurl had to write an official protest 
he had followed His Majesty's Government's lead 


not see what right Ifuri __ _ _ 

because he had followed His 
without consulting Hurl. if His Majesty Ring George sent 
a telegram of congratulation that was enough for him with¬ 


out seeking Hurl's advice. 


8 . 


Ibn 3aud spoke with considerable bitterness to de 


Geary on these subjects but when tine cams for him to dis- 
oues them with me he had received a propitiatory telegram 
from Hurl (outcome I gathered of latter's talk with Ohoucri 


Kuwatll) containing apology for bag incident but with bare¬ 
st reference to Syrian independence. This point rankles 
for Ibn Saud feels that Burl's action is dictated not by 
any principle but by a desire to pose as a better judge of 
what is in Arab interests than Ibn Saud and better placed tc 
take a line independent of His Majesty's Government. 

8. Passing to earlier differences Ibn Saud had only 
old solution to offer. As regards Shammar there were only 
two solutions they should return to him or be removed from 
the frontier. There should be a neutral zone in which 


both 


share responsibility for police patrol 



NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 
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Pages have been written about these 


two questions 


the demarcation of the 


\ 


Saudi-Iraqi frontier and the Shaninar of Najd 


in Iraq 


and an attempt to summarise them 


.i 


briefly runs the risk of being misleading. 


The following are the main points 


'T’he Frontier Demarcation. 


The Iraqi Government has made a sincere 


effort to have this done fairly. Points of 


dispute have inevitably arisen (they were 


bound to with a frontier described loosely 


from a small scale map) and 


1940 the Iraqi 


Government proposed that very full powers 


should be given to a neutral arbitrator 


Govern 


Egypt) to settle 


these points impartially on the ground 


with the aid of Saudi and Iraqi technical 


commissions, 't’he Saudi Government refused 


this proposal . The proposals now made by 


Ibn Saud through 8hukl*]i Qumtll are obviously 




jejune and offer no prospect of progress. 


As a man of experience in affairs 


Shukri Quwatli should surely see this and 


appreciate the advantage to both sides of 


1 % 


adopting the Iraqi Government 


T r 


neutral arbitration after consideration of 




the arguments of both side. (The Edmonds 




draft of the Iraqi proposal is at 86/30/40 


His notes on the frontier are 


86/37/40) 




1 


It would, I think, be undertaking too much 


* * 


r 


to enter into dicussions 


about the main points in dispute covering 


and 


it might be 


pointed out to him that recent friction 


about 






Minutes. 


2 


» 


! ■ 

' 


! 

I 


l 


> 

K 

► 


'i 

f. 

\ 
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about Judaidat al Ar*ar arose not fro 
any action taken by the Iraqi Government 

but because last May the Saudis established 

' > ■; 

an armed post on the wells there and the 


Iraqi Government objected. 


''’he incident 


i8 not therefore a Saudi but an Iraqi 
grievance. 

The Shamnar of Najd. 

I 

In April 194o Nuri Pasha visited Ibn Sau<^ at 
Raudhat al Tajiks and concluded an Under¬ 


standing which provided inter alia that the 
Iraqi Government should send back to Najd 
all Shammar Najd tribesmen who had entered 

« I • 

Iraq during the preceding five years, (see 

Appendix I at 547/16/41). ''’his undertaking 
was loyally carried out and was completed 
by the Autumn of 1940. 

By June 1941 many of them had however 
found their way back into Iraq and the 


Saudis began to 
expelled again. 




land 


t 


The Iraqi view is that the Saudis should 
have prevented these Shammartf from leaving 
Najd: the Saudi view is that the Iraqis 
should have stopped them from entering Iraq 

% t • I I ‘ 

(the 8audi8 have sane right on their side - 
see last part ~ of paragraph 2 (a) of the 


4-" 


Unde 




but as Mr. Edmonds points out 

« 

at 547/15/41 it is not common 


sense that the Iraqis should be expected 

i A * * 1 

to line the frontier^ with police to prevent 
the Shammar^ from coming back). 

t I 

The new proposals^ sent through Shukri 

Quwatli ask for the expulsion of any Saudis 

who 
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who come Into Iraq (or rather this seems to 
be their meaning as they are very badly 


drafted). 


'f’his would be quite impossible in 


the open desert. 

The only thing to do seems to be to turn 


out the ShammrM once 


on the clear 


understanding that in future it will be up to 
the Saudi Government to keep them from going 
back to Iraq again. 

'T’his would be a better plan in my opinion 
than taking them north of the Euphrates, for 
they would certainly 

find their way back into the Southern desert 
area sooner or later and then the fat would be 


in the fire once more. 


16.3.U2. 



1 

J 




Bagdad, 12th March, 1942. 


/ I b f « 

Your Excellency, 

A .C • , 

With reference to my conversation with Your Excellency, 
as desired "by Your Excellency I have the honour to enclose 
herewith a copy each of the solutions suggested "by His 
Majesty King Abdul Aziz al sa'ud for the settlement of the 
frontier and tribal problems outstanding between Iraq and 
the Kingdom of sa'udi Arabia. 

Please accept my highest respect. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sgd) shukri al Quwatli. 


Hi8 Excellency 

Sir Kinahan Cornwallis, 

His Majesty's Ambassador, 

Bagdad. 


Riyadh. 15/2A361 

(2nd March, 1942). 

Frontier Problem; It is not hid from any of those who 
^▼e studied this case of delimitation that the frontier was 

determined against the wishes of Najd under pressure by the 

British Government. Abdullah al Damaluji is aware of this 

fact. The Treaty of Muhammerah lays down that the Shammar 

grazing grounds and watering places shall belong to us, while 

the Dhafir grazing grounds and watering places shall belong 

to Iraq. In the Uqair Protocol, however, we were given none 

of the shammar grazing grounds and watering places. These 

were all included in the territories of Iraq, while some of 

the Dhafir watering places were declared "neutral" (sic. ? Conmon 
to both parties - Translator). ThiB goes to show clearly 
that compulsion was exercised against us and that we were not 
fairly treated in the Protocol. 

We have no desire whatever to take away one single square 
foot of territory from Iraq, or to press hard upon the latter 
or to raise any dispute with her. God forbid that we Bhould 
entertain any such desire. A "discussion" (sic) of the 
provisions of the Treaty is, however, necessary in the interest 
of the frontier. Without such discussion life in that locality 
would be impossible. Our frontier contiguous with Judaidat 
•Arar and Maqwar contains no other grazing grounds and no other 
watering plaoes to meet the needs of our tribes and patrol 
parties. We cannot agree to arbitration, as proposed, over a 
matter provided for in the Treaty and one without which we 
cannot do, for we cannot agree to suffer harm through our Iraqi 
kinsmen and neighbours. We, however, agree to one of two 
solutions as in the following proposition : 

A Joint body representing Iraq and ourselves, accompanied 
by (survey) engineers, to go out and undertake an inspection on 
the spot. if it is found (by such body) that what we claim 
involves harm for or interference with Iraq, then our claim 
shall be declared vain; and if, on the other hand, what we claim 
is found necessary and indispensible for us and our tribes, 
then our Iraqi kinsmen must aot fairly buuB, since, like us, 
they are anxious for a settlement of the ^difference and the 
removal of harm. in the latter case, to ward off harm, 
safeguard the interests of our neighbours and remove oauses of 
misunderstanding, the localities in question shall be declared 
common territory for the use of both parties. 



Riyadh, 15/2 A 361 

(2nd March, 1942), 


Shammar Question: On this, we agree to nothing except 

what 1s provided for in the earlier and subsequent treaties 
and agreements. This is our right, and we owe it to our 
subjects that we should insist on it. We, on our part, do not 
allow ourselves to interfere in the affairs of their subjects. 

The view we take, on which we insist, is that old undertakings 
must be implemented. By these we mean, firstly, the Treaty 
of Muhammerah, and, secondly, the treaties signed by Nuri al 
Said at Ueoca and the last one signed by him at Raudhat al Tanha. 
If our kinsmen of Iraq complain that it would be somewhat hard 
upon them to expel desert bedouins, we would suggest the 
following 

The Iraqi Government to undertake to expel from I raq any 
of our subject a enteri ng Iraqi territory without our will and 
without authority in writing from us, as provided for in the 
Agreement signed at "Al Tanha", or to remove such subject^to 
a place away from the frontier, beyond the Euphrates, and also 
to undertake that any tribe or individual or group of 
individuals who, having been removed to beyond the Euphrates, 
re-enter any of the localities to which entry had been 
prohibited shall be arrested by the Iraqi Government and 
forcibly removed into Najd. Action under this undertaking 
t%o be explained thus: With a view to settling the dispute 

between the two governments, His Majesty King Abdul Aziz 
suggested the foregoing and the Iraqi Government accepted 
his suggestion and gave an undertaking accordingly. 

'Secondly** 1 ( Bic .1 accordingly - Translator) no person having 
entered this zone, which is outside the frontiers of Najd, or 
localities entry into which by such tribe etc. has been 
declared harmful, may go out into Najd unless provided with a 
letter of introduction from the Iraqi Government stating that 
he is going out for a certain specified purpose, for fear 
lest persons should infiltrate for robbery and pillage while 
professing to be out for some other purpose. This to be 
done on the principle of reciprocity. 
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A Gonrnxnlque issued by tl* German High Cornand 0 * 0 ,es 
V at oil enemy attacks in the central* Rorthom an! Southern sectors 
of Vie iuatern front were repelled. five enery loot heavy casualties 
as a result of td*;ce operations. The 76 th Oeman Division sliowed 
Croat ability «11 during the fights. and battles. 

In Horth Africa the enery was obliged to retreat back 
loosing heavy casualties. German nlonec successfully attacked the 
enexy’s positions and military cbjectlveo near A1 r.akkelll in XIorth 
Africa. German ploneo also attacked Brito in nnd 2'alta. Aerodromes 
and harbours were directly hit. I 

In the water a surrounding Jutlanl tlus enemy lost 
yesterday one trade chip of 2000 tons. The British Air Force lsot 1 
between the 1 st. of tills month ond 9 th C3 planes, while we lost 


only 13 planes. 

dnany planes carried out several raids on Germany 
dropping several bombs on the houses and 1 capitals.The energy lost 1 
these c;er*ntioac tiiroc planes. First Lieutenant Gafanise shored 
Croat courage and ability during the late battles in the be stem 


1 


front. 

Tlio British In to lie 
in Damascus ury&l Allepo and put 
joining anti British Societies* 



lolicti caught several Arabs 
prison. They were accused of 


The Former Russian Ambassador in Turkey arrived 


* 

1 


Stafford Cripse to India. Thir 
Indio 


Palestine to establish a Soviet Anbesay thine. 

The British House of CocrTonn ftaB decided to tend 

is a sure proof that the situation in 

Is very critical. 

The British Director Of Posts ahd Telegrams announced 
that all of the parcels letters and other things send to Turkey 
Bahren Iraq, «nd othe Hear Eastern countries were damaged. This 
proves that the German chips and submarines are dani.nstlng tlie Bess. 

2 British planes crushed near Gibraltar, one of 
the crew wob saved. 

Reports roc loved from Spain states that a great 
number of British llavol units arrived Gibraltar to under go repair. / 
Among then was the aircraft carrier Harps axvl a destroyer a cruiser I 
and a submarine. Gibraltar Is now colled by most of the people 
the hospital of the'British ships. • 

Several schools were establish© d in the Ukraine 
by the Germans. The tesobers are pure Ukrainians before they were 
Jews. 

The British Radio announced that we hope tliat 
Russia wine this war because we are afraid of Germany lest it 
attack Britain. ..e have all confidence in tlus Russian soldiers but 
no confidence In our own selves or soldiers the announcer added. 

Tlie German submarines sunk yesterday 4 enemy ships 


1 




1 



the time 
by then 


27 000 tons. A British war prisoner dielared that at 
the British occupation of Be rap I was inprlsoned 

a oner dielared but also the doctor of 
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Information received from "Most Secret" sources 
concerning the Iraqi Customs holding up a box containing 
a wedding present for Miss Cornwallis from lbn Saud may 
be of interest to you. l gather from the source that 
you know all about this story, and probably more, but it 
may be of interest for you to know that lbn Saud sent a 
message to as 1 ad in which he said that he had put up 
with a good deal from the Iraqi Government, but would 
not tolerate a deliberate insult. 


other messages also show that lbn Saud has little 
liking for the Iraqi Government and in one he suggests 
that miri's action in regard to refund of pilgrim’s 
transport is only wuri's strategy designed to cause 
antagonism against the Saudi Government. 

Although lbn Saud’s distrust of miri and the Iraq 
Government is well known to you, 1 thought the above 
may be of interest at this stage of Iraqi - Saudi 
relations. 









COPY 


OF 


TELEGRAM. 


PA RAP p rum h.M. Ambassador, To. . 

Direct^ 

.Bagdad. 

Date 11 th Feb rn ary,. 1942. 

No .1.?. Time despatched ..1 h . 

Addressed to JEDDA No* 

Repeated to Foreign Office, No. 146 

Minister of State, No* 30. 

My telegram No. 18. 

Sardi Charge d'Affaires informed me this 
morMng that bag had been delivered to him and that 
in reporting this to his government he had recommended 
that the incident shoctld be regarded as closed* 

CORNWALLIS. 



(1M15) Wt. l9J7b/64i 10.000 («sortt) 7/40 A.A E.W.LU1. Gp.WS 
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COPY 


OF 


TELEGRAM. 


From H.M. Ambassador, 

Bagdad 


PARAP 


No. 18 


To .H. M#... MINISTER, JEDDA. 


Date 10 th February , 1942... 


i 


Time despatched 10.2 


*^i^05 


3Toj i j i+Q. 5 


0. S. after deep. 


KC 

CB/GDM 
JB 
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Addressed to JEDDA No. 18. 


Rptd. Foreign Office No. 140 

Minister of State No. 29 


direct 


Yoor telegram No. 19. 
Facte appear to be thnt 


January 


Saudi Arabian cornier brought to Iraq two bags 
of which one was not officially sealed. He stated 
that seal had dropped off but Basra Customs official 
nevertheless detained it. Undue delay occurred 
in reporting matter to Bagdad end there has been 
further delay in sending the bag here. M.F.A. has 
promised Sandi Arabian Charge d^Affaires that it 
will be delivered to him on arrival. 


Incident which should never have occurred was 
due in first p&ace to ineptitude of minor officials 
end not to any ill will on part of Central Govern¬ 
ment. Prime Minister jpnly: heard about it on 
February 8th. I have impressed both on Prime Minister 
and M.F.A. the importance, especially at the present 
time, of avoiding such incidents and of satisfact¬ 
orily settling this one. I feel sure they do not 
want trouble but Ibn Sand's habit of assuming that 
their intentions are of the worst does not help 
matters. Will you please assare him that I have 
seen no indications of ill will on the part of the 
Government here. 


CORNWALLIS. 


iU 


* . 
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Translation. 


Urgent 



No. 106/2/44. 

Dated, 7th February, 1942 






The Arab sa’udi Legation, Bagdad, presents its 
compliments to the Iraqi Minietry of Foreign Affaire and, 
in continuation of ite note No. 106/2/19 dated 19th MUharreu 

1361 (29th January, 1942), ha* the honour to Btate 

that it is now 12 days since the diplomatic bag belonging 
to the Legation was confiscated by the Basra customs and 
that the bag was confiscated notwithstanding the fact that 
the person who carried it, was furnished with an official 
document certifying that he is charged with the carriage of 
diplomatic mails for the Legation. The Legation are 
still ignorant of the fete of the confiscated bag. 



From 
courrier, 


made 


Legation 


aefollowe 


diplomat! 






1. The courrier noticed that the lead seal had fallen off 
the bag only after he had entered the customs office 

and after the customs official, one Abdul Rahman al Mani* 
had proceeded carefully to examine the two bags, which 
he roughly handled and turned about in an attempt to 
ascertain their contents. 

2. The official, Abdul Rahman el M&ni', declined to act on 
the suggestion of the courrier that he should seal the 
bag, off which it was observed the seal had fallen, 
and insisted that the bag should be opened for him to 
ascertain the contents of the case ineide it. Hla 
insistence to this end having proved of no avail, he led 
the courrier by the hand into an adjoining room and there 
tried to Induce the latter to disclose to him, privately, 
the nature of the contents of the case within the beg, 
and also enquired from him about the contents of the 
other bag and why it looked so big. 


3. The Basra custo 


authoritle 


had been brought round 


the official 


Rahman 


Man! 


’located the bag, which 
Zubair customs office by 


failed to 


fHM- f 


hU 


declined to give an official receipt for 


and 


X 
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no 17/1 th stand i n g 


time 


since its confiscation, 





the Legation 

they 
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have failed to send it on to Bagdad 
as they had given the courrier to understand 
would do. All that the courrier was able to obtain, 
after strong Insistence, was a slip of paper, signed by 

b mamur of Basra and dated 27/1/42, in which the 
mamur certifies having received a locked case belonging 
to the Arab sa’udi Legation, Bagdad, in the course of 
carriage by a sa'udi diplomatic courrier. The slip is 
enclosed herewith. 

The Legation regards this treatment derogatory to the 
. ^honour of its Government and contrary to international rules 

of procedure, ae the bag in question was confiscated from a 
person having the character of official diplomatic courrier. 

If the Iraqi authorities had any suspicion, they could have 
reported the matter to the Legation instead of resorting to 
such treatment as the above. In the meantime, the continued 
holding up of the bag notwithstanding the fact that the Legati 
had immediately reported the incident to the esteemed Ministry 
both verbally and in writing.calls for astonishment indeed. 


'h 



The Legation 




constrained strongly 


protest to the 


esteemed Minietry against this irregular treatment and to inform 
the Ministry that unless the case is promptly handed over to 
the Legation and sn assurance is given that the Incident will 
not be repeated and the official responsible for it will be 
punished, measures a« necessary will be taken for the immediate 







suspension of^meil^f between the two countriee. 
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The Legation availe iteelf of the opportunity to 
express its highest consideration and esteem, 
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The Iraqi Ministry of foreign Affairs, 

Bagdad, 
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Addressed to BAGDAD TEL NO,19 
repeated to Foreign Office No.63. 

Ibn Saud has informed me that his Charge 
d'Affaires at Bagdad has been instructed to 
approach the +(customs, revenue) regarding 
the detention of a Saudi Arabian diplomatic bag 
by Basra customs authorities. 

From the message he sent me it is clear 
that he is incensed to the point of threatening 
to sever relations with Iraq if he does not receive 
a satisfactory apology. 
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